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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 






Deacon Mark 
June 26, 2022
1 Kings 19:6b, 19-21
Galatians 5:1, 13-18
Luke 9:51-62

Having heard the three readings, take a moment to focus on your thoughts, feelings, and emotions right now?  Is it possible you might be experiencing indifference – nice stories but so what; or possibly out and out rejection – they may have been meaningful back then but definitely out of touch with today’s reality; or maybe thought provoking – what about my attitudes, lifestyle, and priorities?  Discipleship, the theme of the readings, is not a status or a title but a way of life, a vocation, a 24/7 activity.  And there is no doubt that it was back then and still is today both countercultural and extremely challenging.
 
Consider Elisha.  Possessing 12 yoke of oxen back in his time was a sign of financial and social prominence.  He, like so many other famous saints such as Francis and Anthony, responded to the invitation to follow the call of God by abandoning the familiar and comfortable lifestyle, disposing of possessions, and becoming God’s messenger.    

In the three would-be-disciple scenarios in our gospel, we hear the invitations, the call to follow; an offer to risk venturing to new and various unknown places to spread God’s message; the request to make God the priority in life ahead of all other relationships including family; and the appeal to let go and not hold on to the things of the past so as to be able to move into the future with Jesus.  All of these required placing unwavering trust in God.  
And in all the responses to the call, we hear fear, indecision, reluctance, and even the unwillingness to follow.  In short, we hear the excuse that we too may often echo: I can’t right now, maybe later; I have family, home, job obligations and so much more.  My plate is so full now, that I can’t fit it all in as it is.

Friends, let us not be deceived.  The call to follow Jesus, to live the vocation of a disciple is not a separate, stand-alone, isolated way of life.  It is not a lifestyle that is set apart and excludes, but rather one that incorporates and combines with all other vocations such as spouse, parent, provider, friend, coach, parish leader and even cleric and religious.  Discipleship is not a separate entity.  

The call to the vocation of discipleship, like all vocations, requires a radical type of response when it comes to motivation, commitment, and especially trust and confidence in God.  And, more often than not, time is of the essence.  Elisha did not hesitate when called by Elijah, nor did others like Peter, James, and John who, when called by Jesus, left their nets, father, and friends immediately and followed him.  So too, our response needs to be immediate and unwavering or else it ends up as nothing more than a good intention that is not acted upon and thus simply never happens.  There are a few old adages to consider in responding to the call: “Strike while the iron is hot”; “He who hesitates is lost”; and “To not decide is to decide not to”,        

There is one more critical aspect about the call to follow Jesus and that is that it demands absolute loyalty.  There is no such thing as partial or part-time.  It is truly an all-in,  24/7 way of life and not only when I feel like it or when convenient.  It is the constant striving to imitate His mercy, His compassion, His forgiveness, and most of all His love especially to those looked upon as Samaritans that we encounter on our life’s journey.  
This is the vocation, the call of discipleship that we hear Jesus calling each of us to through today’s readings.  We are free to accept the invitation and follow him or to turn and walk away.  “What will my response be?”
